In its various aspects,
Introduction
More and more people have been leaving their current regions and crossing from one country to another either legally or illegally in recent years for reasons of political threats, natural disasters caused by climatic changes or the economic dynamics of globalization. These migrations do not constitute small group mo-ferences of this word have occurred for Turks who migrated from Central Asia. Although "homeland": (a person's native-land) and "motherland" (a person's native country) are used interchangeably in dictionaries (e.g. Oxford Dictionary), the word "homeland" is used in this study as the place which provides a person with opportunities for accommodation, living, and sound access to the quality of life standards and which is acknowledged as a homeland. On the other hand, "motherland" is used for "the ancestral territories" for which a person has emotional relationships and that is acknowledged as the first homeland. The expression "The motherland of Turks is Central Asia", widely used in Turkish history education, accentuates this usage. While the Turks living in Turkey evaluate Central Asia as the "motherland", the fact that Turkey is a country in which those of Turkish origin can easily take refuge due to its political affiliations and shared has caused the Turks living outside Turkey to define Turkey as the "motherland".
The study consists of two main sections. The first section relates to Meskhetian Turks' sense of belonging. The content of this section is based on the relevant data in Damla Mursül's recently published PhD dissertation [2] " and supported by the data from questionnaires carried out with a sample of 180 Meskhetian Turks in 2016 and 2017. The second section concerns the views of Turkish citizens regarding the Meskhetian Turks. Face-to-face questionnaires were carried out with 173 university students, (via the Web: http://afetyonetimi.deu.edu.tr/) and 105 Turks. In addition to this, in-depth interviews with Meskhetian Turks carried out in January, February, and March 2018 provide recent findings, which are independent of the PhD dissertation.
History of Meskhetian Turks
Meskhetian Turks are a group of Turkish-speaking people from Meskhetia Today, however, they live in Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Georgia, the Ukraine, Turkey, and the USA [3] .
The World Union of Meskhetian Turks (DATUB) also includes the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus in these countries. Their total number in all countries is around 350 -400 thousand [4] or 430 -440 thousand [5] . The number of Meskhetian Turks living in Turkey is predicted to be around 35 thousand [3] .
Nevertheless, it should be expressed that these above-mentioned figures are only approximate calculations [6] .
Under Stalin's rule, Meskhetian Turks were declared "Enemies of the Soviet
People" and exiled in 1944 from the territories in which they lived, i.e. from the Meskhetian region that they related to in the sense of "belonging as a homeland"
(territorial national identity, homeland) [7] . Naturally, this was a traumatic situation. Since they had fought together with Russian soldiers against Germans in order to protect "their homeland" where they had been living since the 700s and were recognized as Meskhetians. However, it is a general political strategy not to keep related communities on both sides of a border for military reasons. On the other hand, the presence of related communities on both sides of a border can be a good reason to develop neighboring relations.
Today the Meskhetian Turks who have settled outside Turkey lack their own autonomous administrative unit and any official recognition. In other words, Meskhetian Turks, who can also be defined as an ethnically heterogeneous and a stateless minority, have not been able to build a nation on their own territories nor have they been able to gather under a political organization. This has caused Meskhetian Turks to be evaluated as "stateless". It is thought that being stateless makes Meskhetian Turks politically unprotected and causes them to be excluded by other peoples [6] .
The cultural and religious commonalities between Turks in Turkey and the Meskhetian Turks who were of Turkish origin and who adopted this ethnic identity facilitated their peaceful coexistence in Turkey. Therefore, Meskhetian
Turks were not evaluated as "foreigners" in the society or the public domain in Turkey.
Nevertheless, the same friendly acceptance is not shown in the political climate in the Meskhetian region. "Conflicting Values" such as different religion and language might be influential factors. The evaluations of this case by the Meskhetian Turks who were suddenly confronted with "political rejection" in their homeland territories are interpreted below.
Being Immigrants of Turkish Origin in Turkey
In Turkey, the legal terminology defines an immigrant as "one who is of Turkish [14] . The in-depth interviews also verify these evaluations. Those Meskhetian Turks who stated that they maintained the cultural unity in the Sarıkaya district of Yozgat province added that Meskheti was no more the homeland for them. A good indicator to this end is whether they have any properties in Meskheti.
Likewise, the interviews contain such sentences as "I have no investment in Meskheti. We do not need to make any investments because we do not want to settle there permanently. We have made investments in these territories (Turkey). With my siblings, we have built this house, purchased buses, and operated them for years. There are a few more months for my retirement etc" (March 2018 , Interviews at Sarıkaya district, Yozgat).
According to these above-mentioned evaluations, "Meskheti" is no more a homeland territory for those Meskhetian Turks who have arrived and settled in Turkey for good, although they were born in Meskheti. Since "no citizenship bond has formed" for those Meskhetian Turks who were born and live outside Meskheti as well as outside the territories of the Republic of Turkey, no "Territorial National Identity" has been provided. For these groups, Turkey is only a country (motherland) which creates confidence similar to the case in which a child in difficulty runs to his/her mother.
Moreover, identities have become more likened than ever in modern societies. A measure of the freedoms of people is described to being a "tourist" [15] . Being able to go from one country to another freely and having quality of life standards is a modern and democratic privilege. This above-mentioned population mobility is distinguished from "voluntary and involuntary" migrations. Meskhetian Turks also desire to live in Meskheti and act as free tourists. However, this hope of theirs has died over time.
Can Meskhetian Turks Be Evaluated within the Theory of Liquid Modernity?
As the same time as the country/countries that the Meskhetian Turks left, were indeed forced to leave, and which did not offer much confidence for them in terms of the quality of life implying "it will be good if you go", the political environment of the Turkish Government was implying "it will be good if you Whereas Meskhetian Turks were off "foreigner" status before they acquired citizenship, they are not evaluated as foreigners in the society due to the commonality of origins. They are accepted as "we" in Turkey.
The coexistence of "we" (friendship) refers to the "sociocultural" similarities which lead to mutual trust and solidarity among the group members with.whom they feel attachment. Nevertheless, in terms of the relations with the Georgian government, "maintaining one's settlement in Georgia" is associated with accepting "assimilation". In this case, being able to abide in the Meskhetian region, in a sense, gives rise to alienation from national belonging. This is supported in the in-depth interviews. The following evaluations were made regarding those who have been able to maintain their settlement in Meskheti by the Meskhetian Turks who migrated to Turkey.
"Those who live in Meskheti have made a concession from either their Turkishness or their being Muslims. They do not come here. On the other hand, the Meskhetian Turks living in different countries of the world maintain our same traditions and customs there as well. Maybe they have better living conditions there, but there may be elderly people among them who want to come to Turkey. The new generation, particularly those who live in the USA, do not want to come to Turkey" (March 2018, Interviews at Sarıkaya district, Yozgat).
In Turkey, however, those who had an "immigrant" identity within the status of being of Turkish origin [16] before acquiring the citizenship status doubtlessly differ from the immigrants in the "refugee-foreigner" status. Independently of the territories that they came from, being of Turkish origin consolidates their visibility in the "public domain" in terms of the unity of cultural and ethnic commonalities.
In the final analysis, no matter which geographical area immigrants come from, a commonality is formed in terms of social belonging in the "social memory" in Turkey, as in the examples of the Balkans and Meskheti. Likewise, in the studies on the asylum seekers coming through irregular external migration, settled citizens (70%) stated that they looked for a "cultural bond" rather than the commonality of religious brotherhood and some added that they perceived the migrations coming particularly from regions like Syria as a "threat" [17] . Unlike their altitude towards the Meskhetian Turks have been able to develop social bonds. As also stated above, regardless of whether one was born in the Meskhetian region or outside Meskheti, Turkey is now evaluated as a "homeland" associated with the "territorial national identity" in terms of those who have come to Turkey in order to settle permanently. Thus, the immigrant Meskhetian Turks desire to acquire Turkish citizen status rapidly. Such a view is substantiated in the questionnaires below.
One person commented, "There are only about 600 thousand Meskhetian Turks worldwide, a very small number. There won't be any problems if Turkey naturalizes all of us. We are now talking about 3 million Syrians here. These siblings of yours, however, are already professionals and educated. Why don't you naturalize us?" ( 
Preference for Belonging among the Meskhetian Turks Who Immigrated to Turkey
The information under this title with respect to "the preference for belonging" among the Meskhetian Turks who immigrated to Turkey was based on the PhD dissertation. According to the information obtained in Table 1 , 62.8% of the respondents are in the age group of 18 -30 years, 28.3% of them in the age group of 31 -50 years, and 8.9% of them in the age group of 51 years and over. It can be seen that the age group with the highest participation is the young Meskhetian Turks.
In Table 2 , it was intended to determine the forms of expressions that the Meskhetian Turks used to identify themselves through a multiple-choice question. Taking ethnic consciousness rather than ethnic origin as the determining factor [18] , the way the Meskhetian Turks who made up the questionnaire sample adopted the Turkish culture and the belonging of being a Turk was examined.
According to Table 2 , the choice of defining oneself as a "Meskhetian Turk" ranked highest (28.9%), followed by a Muslim Turk (8.3%) and a Turk (7.2%). Only 1 Meskhetian Turk preferred identifying himself just as a Muslim. While 2.8% of the respondents did not find such identifications necessary, 13.3% and 37.8% of the respondents accepted all or any options (as a Turk/Muslim/Meskhetian Turk/Muslim Turk). This shows the tendency of a group of immigrants to use their identity belonging together with their territorial belonging. According to this data, although the Meskhetian Territories (homelands) maintain a bond for some groups, they have lost this connection of being a "homeland" for others.
A cross-examination to evaluate the relationship between the migration period and age produced the following result;
Of those people from all age groups, who arrived during the period
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1992-2017, 2% identify themselves as "a Turk, a Muslim, a Meskhetian Turk, and a Muslim Turk" and they definitely want to return to Meskheti. A further 25% want to return to Meskheti on condition that they obtain a political status there. For these groups Turkish belonging appears weak.
However, those who arrived during the period 2011-2017 are all aged 18 -30 years. 30% of this group identify themselves only as Meskhetian Turks but have no desire to return to Meskheti. Those who arrived in the previous periods (1992-2011) are from all age groups and 70% of them identify themselves with more than one identity such as "a Turk, a Muslim, a Meskhetian Turk, and a Muslim Turk" but have no desire to return to Meskheti. The reasons for their migration from Meskheti are summarized in Table 3 .
According to Table 3 , there is a high level of the Authority's mistrust of its Turkish neighbors and a fear of ethnic Muslim-Turkish society in Meskheti. In other words, their exile from Meskheti is a politically and administratively directed "forced and mass" migration.
According to a further survey, regarding Turkish citizenship, (43.9%) of the total group already have Turkish citizenship, they were eager to get it then; 53.9% (in all) stated that they desire to become Turkish citizens. Only 4 Meskhetian Turks (2.2% of them) stated that they did not desire to become Turkish citizens. For the immigrant groups that arrived in Turkey therefore the country alternates between a "motherland" and a "homeland". Some two to three generations later, Turkey will probably be evaluated within the "homeland belonging" for the Meskhetian Turks who have adopted a permanent life there. 
Awareness of Meskhetian Turks by Turkish Citizens in Turkey
The inquiry based on the questionnaires in this section was carried out by the Of the respondents, 46.2% were female and 53.8% were male according to Table 5 .
As seen in Table 6 , whilst 11.6% of the students who responded to the questionnaire had a friend and/or a relation who was a Meskhetian Turk, the majority (88.4%) had none.
According to Table 7 , only 33.5% of the respondents knew of the geographical region called Meskheti whereas a larger group of 64.7% responded to this question by saying that they "did not know" where Meskheti was. Table 8 tests the knowledge of those who claimed to know it. While those who were able to associate Meskheti with the Georgian region was 41.7%, those who stated that it was a place in Central Asia and in Siberia was 23.3% and those who stated that it was in Azerbaijan 11.7%. It can be seen that the majority of the respondents did not know the geographical location of Meskheti.
According to Table 9 , concluded on Turkish respondents; declared that the Internet and TV provided most awareness of Meskhetian Turks, 33.7% and 22.1%, respectively.
Most of the Turkish citizens (76.9%), responded to the question about forming friendships easily with Meskhetian Turks by saying "I have no idea" in Table  10 . Such a response is probably because they do not know whether their friends are Meskhetian or because they do not find it necessary to know due to faith and cultural commonalities. This high rate of response reflects the fact that Meskhetian Turks do not have different and distinct visibility in the public life. The cultural structure, the unity of origins and the physical similarities have not created any visual or behavioral differences. As also stated in the above-mentioned lines, the common ethnic belonging with the majority of the settlers in Turkey excludes Meskhetian Turks from the theory of "liquid modernity". In other words, Meskhetian Turks do not pose themselves in a distinct place in the society.
According to the cumulative percent of Table 11 ; few people, 22.5%, see the immigration is an opportunity.
To the question on the determination of whether Turkey had any state policy on Meskhetian Turks, 83.2% responded by saying "I Have No Idea". 6.9% stated that it had a state policy, while those who stated that it had no state policy was 9.8% according to Table 12 . This issue essentially indicates that no lobbying was performed to protect the political interests of Meskhetian Turks abroad and that there was no visible structuring which drew the attention of the settlers in Turkey or which encouraged or stimulated them to do so. Turks. An evaluation of this issue is provided below in Table 14 with similar results. In general evaluating the issue, it can be clearly seen that there is a distinct 
Conclusions and Evaluation
The present study to determine the perception of belonging by the Meskhetian Turks who immigrated to Turkey since 1992 was based on questionnaires and in-depth interviews with members of this group. Additionally, the awareness of the problems of Meskhetian Turks by members of the Turkish public was also examined. The purpose of this inquiry was to find out whether there was strong 
